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ABSTRACT

On the basis of seed dispersal, green- and imperial-pigeons have
a remarkable impact for nature. Very few papers were helped to
accumulate the findings of this write-up. Like other birds, these pigeons
are decreasing due to habitat loss and hunting pressure not only in
Bangladesh but also all over the world. To conserve this significant bird
species, need to implement long-term studies.
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INTRODUCTION

Based on evolutionary aspects, pigeons and doves have a great
significance. It has important connecting links which may indicate many
unknown biological events. Green-pigeons are found in the Ethiopian and
Oriental regions, few of them just reach the Palaearctic region of eastern
Asia. Imperial pigeons (fruit-pigeons) inhabit southern Asia, Australasia,
and some of the Pacific Islands [1]. The members of the green-pigeons
are differed from other pigeons with their long and narrower gut [2].
They are highly arboreal, even preferring to drink water by sliding down
a branch of trees, swift flyers, and they exhibit local movement. In the
Himalaya hill stations and upland valleys, wedge-tailed green pigeon
is a common summer visitor [3]. The African group of Treron (green-
pigeons) may have evolved from the Oriental dry-country or more likely
Oriental evergreen-forest [4]. There are 316 wild pigeons and doves in
the world [5], and the total species in the group of green- and imperial-
pigeons are 23 and 35 respectively [6]. Yellow-footed green pigeon is an
important frugivorous tropical bird and perform in seed dispersal and
forest regeneration [6-8]. [IUCN Bangladesh [9] has published the present
status of 17 types of doves (6 green-pigeons and 2 imperial-pigeons) of
Bangladesh with national and global status, and Kabir [10] just focused
on the breeding of these birds. The objective of this short review is to
focus the availability and distribution of green- and imperial-pigeons in
order to protect them.
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Table 1. Green- and imperial-pigeons of Bangladesh

National Global
English name, Scientific name Size (cm) Breeding season Availability ationa oba
status status
Yellow.-footed green-pigeon, Treron 33 March — August Very c.ommon LC LC
phoenicoptera (Latham 1790) resident
Ashy-headed green-pigeon, Treron Very common
2 D —Jul L L
pompadora (Gmelin 1789) 8 ecember —July resident ¢ ¢
Orange-breasted green-pigeon, Treron Common
29 March — A t LC LC
bicincta (Jerdon 1840) are Heus resident
Thick-billed green-pigeon, Treron ) Common
27 April — Jul LC LC
curvirostra (Gmelin 1789) pril = July resident
Pin-tailed -pi , Tl icauda, . .
n-tatied green-pigeon, freron apicauca 42 April — June Rare resident LC LC
Blyth 1848
Wedge-tailed -pi , Ti
ecge-tal e. green-pigeon, freron 33 April — August Rare resident LC LC
sphenura (Vigors 1832)
Gr-een imperial pigeon, Ducula aenea 45 All the year Unco.mmon LC NT
(Linnaeus 1766) resident
March — August
. . . . North)
Mount I-pigeon, Ducula bad (
ountain imperial-pigeon, Ducula badia 51 Rare resident LC LC

(Raffles 1822)

January — May

(South)

Source: [10]

Feeding: Imperial pigeons have distensible gapes that allow
swallowing surprisingly large fruits [1]. When pin-tailed
green pigeon eats fruits, lowered their head and tail close to
the branch in a very parakeet-like manner [1].

Breeding season: The breeding season of green- and
imperial-pigeons depends on the seasonal diversity. Some
species exhibit their breeding biology all the year round
(Table 1).

Courtship and mating: Before mating, male exhibits
courtship displays to mate with reproductive females. This
stage is very short and is important to continue their total
breeding cycle.

Nesting: They make twig nest in tall trees near human
habitation [11].

Hatching: The green and yellow colouration depends on
yellow carotenoid pigments in the plumage. Unsuitable
feedingin captivity this pigeon fails to develop these pigments
and produce many typical colours in their offspring. Clutch
size of imperial-pigeon is 1 (rarely 2) but in green-pigeon
thisis 2 [1].

Plate 1. Yellow-footed green-pigeon [12].
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Plate 2. Green-imperial pigeon [13].

CONCLUSIONS

Imperial-pigeons are highly edible to man and consequently
suffer heavy predation [1]. Khan [14] mentioned the
availability of green- and imperial-pigeons of Bangladesh.
According to the report of IUCN Bangladesh [9], all green-
and imperial-pigeons are decreasing day by day due to
habitat loss. Like other birds, habitat loss and hunting are
their serious threat [15]. Crows and hawks are their natural
predators as well [11]. Long-term population monitoring
and ecological studies are required immediately for their
natural conservation [12].
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