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ABSTRACT

Rock-pigeons are common all over the world. It has many subspecies and
similar type of different species and breeds as well. As similarity with
a wild species, stock-pigeon is one of them. As a successful and diverse
group of birds, rock-pigeons have more significance than other wild
birds. Through this report, it is clear that rock-pigeons and their similar
different species could be an interesting part and parcel to enhance the

study of evolution.
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EVOLUTIONARY CLUES BETWEEN TWO COMMON WILD PIGEONS

Charles Robert Darwin and many other researchers mentioned the
rock-pigeons are the ancestor of all fancy pigeons of the world. Blue
plumage and two black bars on the wings are very common in many
fancy pigeons and some wild species too. Phylogenetic tree could focus
many connecting links of pigeons. In the field of ‘Evolutionary Biology’
pigeons are really noteworthy bird. Phenotypic appearances seem that
from the stock-pigeons (Columba oenas), the rock-pigeons (C. livia) had
been evolved but some studies say different. Considering a single point
wing-bar, in the case of stock-pigeons this is incomplete or obscure but in
rock-pigeons this is very prominent. Two narrow dark-bar on the inner
wings, the bill is grey-buff with an off-white patch at the base, and legs
are bright pinkish-red in stock-pigeons. They make nest in tree holes and
usually solitary during the breeding season. The body of stock-pigeon is
slender [1]. Actually, these two pigeons are differed only on their eye- and
beak-color, and wing-bar, others are more or less same (Table 1; Figures
1-2).

Vol No: 09, Issue: 06
Received Date: July 21, 2025
Published Date: September 17,2025

*Corresponding Author

Ashraful Kabir

Department of Biology, Cantonment Public
College, Saidpur Cantonment—5311,
Nilphamari, Bangladesh, Phone: +88-
01712563750; E-mail: ashraful.mission@
gmail.com

Citation: Kabir A. (2025). A Short Essay on
the Evolutionary Clues in Stock- and Rock-
Pigeons. Mathews ] Vet Sci. 9(6):82.

Copyright: Kabir A. © (2025). This is an
open-access article distributed under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License, which permits unrestricted use,
distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and
source are credited.

IIII https://doi.org/10.30654/M]VS.10082



ISSN: 2572-6579 Mathews Journal of Veterinary Science

Table 1. Evolutionary ingredients in stock- and rock-pigeons

Features Stock-pigeon (Columba oenas) Rock-pigeon (Columba livia)
Distribution Europe; Asia Cosmopolitan
Global status Least concern (LC) Least concern (LC)
Subspecies 2 subspecies [2] 16 subspecies [2,3]
Body length (cm)  30-33 34
Beak color Grey-buff with off-white patch at the base  Black
Eyes (iris) color Black (bull) Red
Two wing bars Incomplete Complete
Legs color Bright pinkish red Bright pinkish red
Color of claws Black Black

Figure 1. Stock-pigeon [4].

Figure 2. Rock-pigeon [5].
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